
Michelle Woodcock, Special Education Coordinator
Office of Specially Designed Services

Jen Withers, Assistant Director
Office of Educational Improvement & Support



Collaboration - Offices

• Specially Designed Services
• Accessibility Resources

• Early Childhood Special Education

• State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP)

• Educational Improvement & Support
• Continuous School Improvement (Cognia)

• Comprehensive Support & Improvement/Targeted Support & Improvement

• Title Programs (I-A, I-D, IV-A, VII)

• Regional Education Associations



Collaboration - Programs

• Understanding

• Identification

• Support of the Whole Child

MindSpark – www.mindspark.org

https://www.mindspark.org/
http://www.mindspark.org/


Collaboration - Programs

Behavioral Health Team

• DHHS Behavioral Health & Education

• Early Childhood Education

• Education of Homeless Children & Youth

• Education of Neglected, Delinquent & At-Risk Youth

• Safe & Healthy Schools

• Special Education 

• 504



Collaboration - Programs

CoP – Social Emotional Behavior Disorders

• To support students who have social/emotional/behavioral challenges 
through a community of educators, administrators, families and 
community partners by collaborating with each other in the use of 
evidence-based, research-based and promising practices, with a goal 
to create a community that can support students learning in their 
least restrictive environment and enable them to graduate choice 
ready.



North Dakota Choice Ready

• North Dakota’s vision is that all students will graduate choice ready 
with the knowledge, skills, and disposition to be successful.

• Essential Skills

• Post-Secondary Skills

• Workforce Skills

• Military Skills

Choice Ready (nd.gov)

https://www.nd.gov/dpi/districtsschools/essa/accountability-support-improvement/choice-ready






Contact Information

Michelle Woodcock Jen Withers
mwoodcock@nd.gov jwithers@nd.gov

701-328-2633 701-328-4612

mailto:mwoodcock@nd.gov
mailto:jwithers@nd.gov
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